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The Global Agenda for Children: 
Learning for the 21st Century

In order for the world to survive and prosper 
in the new century, people will need to learn 
more and learn differently
A child entering the new century will likely 
face more risks and uncertainties and will 
need to gain more knowledge and master 
more skills than any generation before 

Source: Source: ShaefferShaeffer, Dykstra, Irvine, , Dykstra, Irvine, PigozziPigozzi, & , & TorresTorres



A Century to Change

20th Century     Standardisation

21st Century      Personalisation



Education & Societal Education & Societal 
ChangeChange
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Educational Technology Use in the Strongest 
Economies
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ICT use in Palestine

Source: Census of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), 2007
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Today’s education system faces irrelevance 
unless we bridge the gap between how students 

live and how they learn

Source: Partnership for 21st Century Skills

CALLENGECALLENGE



Problem Types…… 

YES
TASK

Direction

Setting 

Do we know How to get there?

TASK

Operational

Management
Do we know where we are going?

YES NO
TASK

Concept

Creation 

TASK

Process

Creation

NO After Eddie Obeng



We believe ............We believe ............

Diffusion of 
Know-how 

Movement 
of People

Personal 
Contacts

Ability to PAY



Capabilities Learners need  for Constructing 
knowledge

Learners actively try to make sense of their experiences

Learners construct meaning for themselves

What is learned depends on how the learner views/sees 
the world

What is learned depends on what the learner already 
knows

What is learned may not always be what the instructor 
intended/taught

Constructing knowledge may be a socially mediated 
activity



Role of ICTRole of ICT

Support  
communication

Support  multiple 
modes of knowledge 

representation

Support self-learning



Vision Statement

Speeding the 
learning process

Making learning 
more enjoyable 

and exciting

Empowering and 
motivating 
teachers & 
studentsMaking teaching 

and learning more 
effective (Cost, 
Time, Quality)

Improving 
success rates

Making learning 
more available, 
accessible and 

portable

To develop and promote the use of 
ICT as a tool to enhance the 
learning process by enabling 

learners to become
self-motivated

self-reliant
self-managing



ee--Teaching versus eTeaching versus e--LearningLearning

We are promoting       
e-learning There is so much e-

teaching going on.... 
we don't believe in 

this!!!!

Hardware 
versus 
content

Horse in 
front of the 

carriage



a lot is done on the Grounda lot is done on the Grounda lot is done on the Grounda lot is done on the Ground

Capturing 
experiences 

and 
knowledge

Building 
models

Unique & 
pioneering 
models in 
the Arab 
World



National Challenges.......National Challenges.......

Educational system is not 
yet directed to 21st century 

competencies

Still a comparatively low ICT 
penetration and 
infrastructure 

Limited number of 
experienced people 
available to carry the 

initiative at the grassroots 
level



Strategy.......Strategy.......

Education 
Development 
Strategic Plan 

2008-2012 (EDSP)

Teacher Education 
Strategy  

.......

Quality 
Improvement 
in EducationPEI



Strategy DevelopedStrategy Developed

Track 1: Improving the quality of learning 
environments at schools

Track 2: Upgrading the competencies of 
teachers, principals and educational managers

Track 3: Raising the bottom-line in ICT-literacy 
and ICT-infrastructure

Track 4: Upgrading TVET as a high-quality pillar 
of the educational system



Various partnerships and networks exists 
amongst universities, UNRWA and others... 

“Lonely Fighters” in the field

Palestinian –Belgian Cooperation  project  “e-
Learning  Curriculum in Primary and Secondary 
Education”

Multi-stakeholder Partnership

aat Present.........t Present.........



Our MOTTO.....Our MOTTO.....STEAMSTEAM

Support and Support and 
expand such expand such 
networknetwork

Ministry Ministry 
playing a playing a 

leading role as leading role as 
a a catalyzercatalyzer

and supporterand supporter

PEI is to build PEI is to build 
on the lessons on the lessons 
learnt  on the learnt  on the 

fieldfield

ACTION ACTION 
PLANPLAN: Scale, : Scale, 
institutionalize institutionalize 
and build on and build on 
the unique the unique 

success story success story 
of Palestineof Palestine

Scalable

Timely

Effective

Affordable

Manageable



So, what do we do?So, what do we do?

“The Best Way To Predict The Future Is To Invent It”   “The Best Way To Predict The Future Is To Invent It”   
Allan Kay



Thank you for your attention


